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Curriculum organisation. The agreed three-term sequence forms part of the school’s planned two-year coverage. The year in brackets identifies the Kapow source unit, not a single expectation 
for every pupil. Teachers check prior knowledge and adapt teaching and assessment to each year group. 

Term and Kapow unit Essential knowledge and historical enquiry Key vocabulary Suggested assessment evidence 

Advent 
Would you have preferred to live in 
the Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron 
Age? (Year 3) 

Prehistoric Britain includes the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages. Archaeological 
evidence reveals changes in everyday life and technology. Connect changes in 
tools and materials with changes in ways of living. Explain that prehistory is 
studied using surviving physical evidence rather than written accounts from 
that society. 
 
Historical enquiry: Sequence periods; infer from artefacts; consider what 
evidence can and cannot tell us. 

Local context: Local landscape and a secure timeline. Melandra at Gamesley is 

a Roman fort: it belongs after the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages. Peveril Castle at 

Castleton is later still, from the medieval period. 

Local enquiry: Use regional museum images of securely dated prehistoric 

objects alongside images of Melandra. Order the periods and discuss what 

archaeological remains reveal about daily life. Do not label the fort or castle as 

prehistoric. 

Our school community: use a photograph, family memory or local museum 

source to ask whose story is represented. Relate respectful listening and care 

for shared heritage to our RESPECT values. Offer school or fictional-family 

examples where personal family material is unavailable. 

BC, prehistory, archaeology, 
artefact, settlement, 
technology 

Use archaeological evidence to justify a 
comparison between periods. 
 
Ask pupils to explain how their evidence 
supports the answer and what remains 
uncertain. 

Local evidence: Y3: order periods and infer a 

possible use from an artefact. Y4: justify an 

inference and distinguish evidence from a 

guess. 



Term and Kapow unit Essential knowledge and historical enquiry Key vocabulary Suggested assessment evidence 

Lent 
What changed in Britain after the 
Anglo-Saxon invasion? (Year 4) 

Settlement, beliefs and daily life changed after Anglo-Saxon migration. 
Christianity spread; Viking raids and later events affected Anglo-Saxon rule. 
Connect the end of Roman rule with later migration and kingdoms. Use 
settlement and religious evidence to explain change without assuming that all 
communities changed at the same time. 
 
Historical enquiry: Use chronology and sources to explain causes and 
consequences of settlement and changes in belief. 

Local context: Melandra provides a local Roman reference point before Anglo-

Saxon Britain; Peveril provides a later Norman/medieval reference point. 

Local enquiry: Place Roman Melandra, the Anglo-Saxon period and Norman 

Peveril on one timeline. Ask what changed nationally after Roman rule. Use the 

unit’s Anglo-Saxon evidence; the fort alone does not prove later local 

occupation. 

Local heritage enquiry: explain how to care for photographs, objects and 

historic places. During any approved visit, follow site boundaries and leave 

remains undisturbed. Record what the evidence shows and what we still need 

to find out. 

AD, invasion, settlement, 
kingdom, convert, monastery 

Explain a change in Britain and support it with 
historical evidence. 
 
Ask pupils to explain how their evidence 
supports the answer and what remains 
uncertain. 

Local evidence: Y3: sequence periods and 

describe a national change. Y4: explain 

change using evidence. 

Pentecost 
What was important to Ancient 
Egyptians? (Year 3) 

Ancient Egyptian beliefs influenced daily life and burial practices. Mummies, 
pyramids and texts provide evidence about this civilisation. Use burial evidence 
to explain beliefs rather than treating objects as isolated facts. Place Egypt 
alongside previously studied periods, recognising that civilisations can exist at 
the same time. 
 
Historical enquiry: Locate ancient Egypt on a timeline; interpret sources; link 
evidence to beliefs. 

Local context: Manchester Museum brings Ancient Egyptian objects within 

reach of our region. Its Egypt and Sudan collection supports enquiry into beliefs 

and daily life. 

Local enquiry: Use a museum object image and its label to investigate 

materials, purpose and beliefs. Compare how rivers support life beside the Nile 

and locally, while recognising that these are different places and periods. 

ancient, civilisation, afterlife, 
ritual, sacred, evidence 

Explain what a source suggests about 
Egyptian beliefs and its limitations. 
 
Ask pupils to explain how their evidence 
supports the answer and what remains 
uncertain. 

Local evidence: Y3: infer from an object and 

support the idea with a detail. Y4: combine 

object evidence with its label and identify an 

unanswered question. 

Connections across the year 

Revisit the class timeline in every unit. Connect the selected themes through change and continuity, power, beliefs, achievement and significance where relevant. Compare new evidence with 
earlier examples rather than teaching each period in isolation. 
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The shared theme provides common experiences; the depth of explanation, independence and use of evidence develop from each pupil’s starting point. The following expectations guide 
teaching and are not fixed ceilings. 

Year group Starting points and curriculum Teaching emphasis Expected evidence and progression 

Year 3 
Check KS1 chronology, comparison and source use. 
Introduce BC/AD and the distinction between prehistory 
and recorded history. 

Model inference from an artefact; use a shared timeline 
and structured questions; scaffold explanation and 
recording. 

Sequence periods, make supported inferences and explain a 
change or cause using evidence. 

Year 4 
Retrieve earlier periods and connect them to the current 
unit. Check knowledge before assuming prior coverage. 

Compare sources and periods; explain causes and 
consequences; discuss what evidence does not show. 

Use historical terms accurately, support comparisons and 
distinguish evidence from unsupported claims. 

Inclusive curriculum and adaptive teaching 

Pre-teach and revisit vocabulary with images, real objects and examples. Use visual timelines, short accessible extracts, audio accounts, chunked instructions and oral rehearsal. Offer 
movement breaks and adult check-ins where needed. Pupils may explain learning through talk, sorting, drawings, photographs or supported writing. Adapt access for SEND and EAL without 
removing the historical enquiry. Extend confident pupils through stronger reasoning and evaluation, not extra copying. 

Assessment vocabulary and retention 

Begin each unit with a short retrieval check. During lessons ask: What can we see? What might it suggest? How do we know? What else would help us? Model vocabulary in context and revisit it 
through discussion and reading. Check misconceptions such as old meaning broken, every source being equally useful, or everyone in a period living in the same way. Combine final enquiry 
outcomes with discussion and practical source work; record next steps rather than relying on one written task. 

Enrichment and subject leadership 

Use suitable local photographs, school records, visitors’ memories, museum objects or replicas to make enquiry tangible. Check provenance and handle personal or sensitive histories carefully. 
Subject leaders sample planning, pupil explanations and work for chronology, retained knowledge, vocabulary, enquiry and participation. Review the complete two-year map and pupils’ routes 

between classes to check for gaps or unnecessary repetition. Build a small collection for each school using dated school images, consented memories and local heritage sources. Ask pupils 
to explain how one local example helps answer the historical enquiry. 

Curriculum basis: school History overview; Kapow standard long-term plan and vocabulary progression. Assessment examples and differentiated teaching prompts are school-planning suggestions. 
Historic England — Melandra Roman fort — https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1004595 

English Heritage — Peveril Castle — https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/peveril-castle/history/ 

Manchester Museum — Egypt and Sudan — https://www.museum.manchester.ac.uk/collections/egypt-and-sudan 


